[RISK FACTORS, COMPLICATIONS AND OUTCOMES OF PREGNANCIES WITH VELAMENTOUS CORD INSERTION].
A velamentous cord insertion (VCI) describes a peripheral umbilical cord insertion to the placenta with blood vessels from the cord traversing fetal membranes before reaching the placental margin. These vessels remain unprotected and exposed to pressure and injury during pregnancy and labor. To determine the risk factors for VCI, and assess the risk for complications and adverse outcomes of pregnancies with VCI. A retrospective cohort study of women who gave birth at Soroka Medical Center between the years 1988 to 2011. We examined the risk factors, complications and adverse outcomes of pregnancies with VCI compared to those without VCI. During the study period there were 246,488 births, of which 200 had VCI. Multifetal gestation (OR = 9.2), infertility treatments (OR = 4.3) and chronic hypertension (OR = 2.2 were found as independent risk factors for VCI. In addition, intrauterine growth retardation (OR = 4.3), polyhydramnion (OR = 2.3), fetal malformations (OR = 2.2), placental abruption (OR = 8.2), preterm birth (OR = 4.6), cesarean delivery (OR = 3.3) and low Apgar score (OR = 2.3) had significant correlation to VCI. Finally, the presence of VCI was found as an independent risk factor (OR = 4.07) for perinatal mortality. Multifetal gestation and infertility treatments were the most important risk factors for VCI. These pregnancies had more complications and perinatal mortality. Given the results, we should consider close monitoring of pregnancies with the mentioned risk factors for the presence of VCI.